B VAS B

A Whole New Year.
Whole New Possibilities

Rapid strides in telecom have been undertaken in India, and VAS has
been a major contributor to its progress...

ell, here we are at

the end of an eventful

2010. There have been

rapid strides, minor

setbacks and notewor-
thy achievements both for India, and the
VAS industry at large. Now | could rattle
off complex figures, trends, and statistics
about what we’ve learnt in 2010 and
hence substantiate my predictions for
the coming years. Or, | could just assume
that you’re already getting plenty of that
in this issue. Besides, my predictions for
the future are based on simple, logical,
non-sensational observation. Exactly
like the simple ‘stories with a moral’ that
we learnt as kids. And there have been
enough indications, lessons learnt and
sneak-peeks into what awaits the mobile
and VAS sectors. Without further ado,
here are my 4 lessons and predictions for
the near future:

Alice in ‘3G’ Land

Well, 3G is the new Wanderland; a new
catch-phrase that promises spectacular
advancements in the way we, in India,
view entertainment, video telephony, and
network efficiency. 3G technology now
empowers mobile operators to roll out
highly advanced services because of the
network capacity and spectral efficiency.
We are being promised a rapid jump to
mobile TV, movies, sports, and so much
more! And although it has created a lot
of buzz, | believe 3G will not have such a
rapid, immediate impact. Here’s why:

H Urban Indians have not even converted
to watching TV on laptops and PCs (a
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